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A Message from the President of the
University of Duhok

Dr. Dawood Sulaiman Atrushi

Honorable guests, dear colleagues and
students, distinguished artists and
innovators,

It gives me great pleasure to join you today as
we celebrate the third annual festival of the
College of Fine Arts, held under the theme
“Art is the monument of Peace.” This college
holds an esteemed position within our vision
and strategic plans; it serves as a primary pillar
for preserving our identity and culture, and
as a vital platform to showcase the beauty
inherent in our society.

To emphasize the significance of this college
and our ongoing commitment to its growth,
we allocated the old University Presidency
building, located in the heart of the city, to serve
asits home. This landmark, which carries a rich
administrative and academic history, has been
renovated—along with its expansive spaces
and beautiful gardens—to provide an inspiring

11

environment for nurturing our students’ talents.
However, our ambitions do not stop here. We
look forward to constructing a new, modern
facility within the university’s main campus
in the near future—a space that reflects the
high standards of our arts and the excellence
of our artists.

The academic development of the college
continues to progress steadily. The
establishment of the Music Department two
years ago is a further testament to our dedication
to enriching this academic institution with
diverse specializations. Art is the language
of peace and coexistence, and our support
for this college is, ultimately, a commitment
to the beauty and tranquility of our nation.

| extend my sincere gratitude to the Dean’s
office, as well as to all the College, students,
and staff, for producing this magnificent event.
| wish you all continued success.
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Message from the Dean of the
College of Fine Arts

Dr. Ayoob Ramadhan Fattah

Dear brothers and sisters, esteemed
colleagues, students, and honored guests...

In the midst of this era of turmoil and the
distressing sounds of war that echo around
us, some may ask: Is this the time for artistic
endeavors? As the Dean’s office, we declare with
a resounding voice: Yes! Now, more than ever,
our nation needs art. For art is not merely an
expression of beauty; it is a realm of knowledge
and peace, and a foundation that unites us
all. Artis the language of collaboration, where
each of us adds a unique enrichment to the
harmony of our collective creation.

Our resilience is rooted in the fact that within
our halls—be it in theater, fine arts, or music—
there are no divisions among us. Together,
we compose a greater artistic masterpiece
where every color complements the other.
Whether it is through a musical performance
where each musician contributes to the

harmony, or a theatrical production where
actors, designers, directors, and writers unite
to deliver a message, we prove that working
together is the only path toward salvation
and reconstruction.

Our strength lies in our diverse colors, and this
collaboration serves as a powerful response
to any adversity. To us, the “spirit of peace” is
not simply the silencing of weapons, but the
building of a bridge between human hearts
through the power of beauty and creativity.

In conclusion, this festival reaffirms that
art is the “Foundation of Peace”. With your
presence, this Monument grows taller and
more radiant. We hope these activities serve
as a beacon for building a stable future, full
of beauty, for our people.

May success and peace abide with all.

Wishing you an enjoyable and enriching
experience throughout the festival programs.



Description of the Logo of the
College of Fine Arts

Following the establishment of the College of
Fine Arts Council, deliberations began regarding
a specific theme to serve as the foundation
for the college’s logo. It was decided that the
core material for this work should be derived
from archaeological or historical remains. Last
autumn, the artist Gohdar Salahuddin was
commissioned, in his capacity as a graphic
designer, to undertake the task of designing
the logo.

With guidance from archaeologist Kovan lhsan,
it was discovered that this design is carved on
Daka Mountain in the Duhok Governorate. First
spotted via an aerial camera, this stunning
view shows an ancient work created by our
ancestors thousands of years ago. The image
has since been adopted as the primary mosaic
pattern for the College of Fine Arts’ logo.
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The mysterious site via Corona satellite in 1968 General view of the site where the structure can be seen overall
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Part of the structure located on Daka Mountain

College of Fine Arts University of Duhok
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A Message from the Head of the
Plastic Art Department

Dr. Sarbast Ahmad Mustafa

The students of the College of Fine Arts, Department of Plastic Art, present a curated selection
of artistic projects that constitute a body of contemporary work reflecting their intellectual
explorations and personal narratives. These contributions encompass a diverse range of
disciplines—including painting, sculpture, design, and new media arts—through which the
students endeavor to manifest humanitarian and aesthetic themes through a creative and
authentic lens. Furthermore, these exhibitions are designed to foster a dynamic discourse
between the artist and the spectator, while providing a foundational framework to support the
students in their forthcoming professional artistic trajectories.




The 3" Festival of the
College of Fine Arts
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My project consists of four paintings centered on
employing animal symbolism to express various
psychological states experienced by humans. Four
animals were carefully selected, each representing
a specific mental and behavioral state, such as:
stagnation, adaptation, intellectual decay, and
stepping out of the comfort zone.

4 Paintings — Oil on canvas

Dimensions: 110 x 140 cm
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My project is titled “Voice of the Depth.” | am
enchanted by the sea, but this enchantment
is not absolute; the sea, like a human, carries
beauty and life just as it carries fear and secrets.
My project highlights this contradiction so the
recipient realizes that art is not just admiration,
but a confrontation with fear.

3 Paintings — Qil on canvas

Dimensions: 170x130 / 130x120 / 130x120 cm
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Saleem Husain Saleem
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Art and Hope

This painting tells the story of children facing
cancer with the power of colors. Here, colors are
not just for decoration, but a tool for hope to show
that the world of childhood is greater than the
disease. Each painting is an attempt to say that
within every sick child is a world full of colors and
beautiful dreams that pain cannot extinguish.

6 Paintings — Oil on canvas

Dimensions: 80 x 100 cm
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My work centers on “Family Disintegration,” where
the influences of social media have made my family
avictim of others and society. This painting grants
me tranquility and embodies a sense of light.

3 Paintings

Dimensions: First: 140x140 / Second: 140x140 /
Third: 120x160 cm
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My work is a blend of human emotions and the
beauty of natural landscapes, allowing the viewer
to journey between the real world and the artist’s
imagination.

3 Paintings — Oil and pastel

Dimensions: 130x160
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Shaima Muhsin Jbrail
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This research addresses “The Path” as a cognitive
symbol in art, expressing the journey of human
intellectual and philosophical evolution toward
knowledge.

4 Paintings — Oil on canvas

Dimensions: 120 x 160 cm
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Prison of Silence

In the darkness of the body lies a silent scream;
a body residing in prison but still pulsing with
life. The hands are bound, not only by ropes, but
by that silence imposed upon it over the years.
3 Paintings — Canvas

Dimensions: Two paintings 140x160 / One painting
120x160 cm
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This project functions as a multidimensional
aesthetic translation for conveying the metaphysics
of faith. Within it, through the formulation of a deep
symbolic language, it creates a dialogue between
religious sanctities, historical authenticity, and
the material world, thereby embodying cultural
identity.

5 Paintings — Oil on canvas

Dimensions: 100 x 160 cm
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This work is an artistic journey between the silence
of colors and the stages of youth, where each
painting tells a story from human life to embody
emotions between work, science, childhood
dreams, and achieving future aspirations.

5 Paintings — Oil on canvas

Dimensions: One painting 205x155 / Four paintings
50x70cm
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Kurdistan Adnan Shahin Khalid
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Cat portraits reflect feelings of mystery and
tranquility through the details of their gazes
and expressions. In this artwork, cats have been
transformed into a symbol of personality and
independence.

15 Paintings — Oil on canvas

Dimensions: 40 x 40 cm
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Formulating ancient symbols with contemporary
sculpture to express the spirit of Kurdish identity.
10 Sculptures

Dimensions: 80 x 50 cm

Materials: Cork, clay, gypsum, colors.
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The fusion of the human soul with Kurdish carpet
motifs; a visual journey between our past and
our present.

3 Paintings — Oil on canvas

Dimensions: 120 x 160 cm
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My project is titled “Loss” (Berzeb(in); it is an
allusion to the life and history of the Kurdish
nation. In this work, | have shed light on the theme
of migration—the painful tragedy that Kurds have
witnessed with their own eyes during harsh eras.
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The clearest morphology and example of this is
the “ great exodus”

Regarding the method of work, the project was
executed using the “Mixed Media” technique. It
combines various elements such as painting and
collage with acrylic paints on tent canvas; this
serves as a direct artistic symbol to embody the
reality of displacement and refugee life.
Dimensions: 149 cm x 204 cm
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This project expresses the balance between starlight
and the darkness of the universe, embodying the
beauty of the sky’s secrets through oil paintings.

5 Paintings — Qil on canvas

Dimensions: 200x100 / 150x120 / 100x100 / 90x90
/80x20 cm
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Kurdish traditional clothing is a prominent and
living symbol of identity and the history of the
Kurdish people, reflecting the connection between
humans, their land, and their heritage. These
garments, in their various shapes and colors,
are considered a silent artistic language that
preserves the authenticity and cultural specificity
of Kurdistan in the world.

3 Paintings — Oil on canvas

Dimensions: 90x150 / 55x89 cm
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My project speaks of loss and existence as a
human experience shaped by the changes and
trials an individual undergoes. Through visual
scenes and materials, | attempt to embody this
internal struggle so that paradoxes become an
artistic language speaking of the human journey
toward self-understanding.

Medium: Pencil

Dimensions: 100x80 / 30x30 / 30x30 cm
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Dilveen Mohammed Ameen Ahmed
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Self-Acceptance: Beauty in Fine Arts as a Translation
of Human Perspective.

Beauty does not lie in the perfection of artificial
standards, but rather in the freedom of accepting
differences. This project is an artistic translation
of human reality and a testament to the fact that
self-acceptance is the highest form of beauty.

Dimensions: 120x100 / 150x150 / 50x220 /30x40 cm
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My idea is to artistically highlight the pride in
unrecorded Kurdish folklore stories through
paintings, where the human experience and the
spirit of struggle are presented in a symbolic
style. Some scenes of self-defense appear as
part of these stories, with tools of combat and
agriculture used as symbols of connection to the
land and resistance.

3 Paintings — Oil on canvas

Dimensions: 120 x 140 cm
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The Power of the Kurdish Girl

This project is an expression of the strength and
simplicity of the Kurdish girl who blossoms like a
bud amidst the authenticity of colors and freedom
of the soul. It is an artistic work to show that
beauty which makes simplicity the pinnacle of
creativity and resistance.

3 Paintings — Acrylic

Dimensions: 140160
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Visiting student from the Academy of Fine Arts Leipzig, Germany
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Mina Bamarni is a kurdish- german artist. She is
currently studying at the Academy of Fine Arts
Leipzig, Germany in the class of Clemens von
Wedemeyer. Currently she is a visiting student
under

the supervision of Dr. Sarbast Ahmad Mustafa at
the University of Dohuk within the Department of

Plastic Arts.




Every stone is valuable where it stands

2-channel video installation,
stone, soil, surface transducer system,

In the village, the Sexani can be heard from afar.
Today, we are further away still.

The rhythm of the dance and the rhythm of the
earth. The pounding of feet, the dust, and the
sound

of the Davul - an ancient echo. Our bodies carry
the memory of the soil, even from a distance.

This work explores the attempt to maintain a
connection to the land within the diaspora. Through

dance, the body becomes a site of memory where
geographical distance becomes permeable for the

duration of a single rhythm.
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A Message from the Head of the
Theater Department

Dr. Yousif Rasheed Islam

The annual festival serves as an essential
artistic and cultural platform for showcasing
students’ creative experiences, particularly
graduation projects within the College of
Fine Arts’ Theater Department. It functions
as a practical arena for translating theoretical
knowledge into applied practice, embodying
students’ awareness and understanding of
their societal issues.

Since its inception, theater has been more
than a mere medium of entertainment; it
is an intellectual and aesthetic tool used to
critique social reality, expose its contradictions,
and provoke critical inquiry. The primary
objective of the College of Fine Arts Festival
is to refine these works while providing a space
for communication and interaction with the
public.

When students take the stage, the performance

65

is transformed into a forum for social dialogue
and a tool for highlighting issues that demand
awareness and resolution. Furthermore, the
festival offers students the opportunity to
test their artistic capabilities in directing,
acting, scenography, and playwriting within
a competitive framework that nurtures their
professional skills and field experience.

These performances manifest an artistic vision
that seeks to address social issues through
symbolic or denotative language, aiming to
influence the audience and stimulate thought.
They are not merely student graduation
projects; they are artistic and social documents
that reflect the pains and aspirations of society,
expressing a profound desire for change and
reform.
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The 3" Festival of the
College of Fine Arts
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Sherine Ayoub | Directing

| directed the text Modern Madmen in a comedic
style. My goal is to convey the theatrical concept
to the audience smoothly, so that “conscience”
ultimately triumphs over cruelty and the absence
of morality.
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Karvan Lugman | Directing

The play The Lost Sailor by Jean Cocteau. The
work highlights human struggle when “trust” turns
into a tool for self-destruction, and the greatest
tragedy occurs when trust becomes a prison.
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Rayan Ramzi Adam | Directing

My project is directing the play Accidental Death
of an Anarchist by Dario Fo. The plot centers on
a journalist and a mysterious figure who enter
a police station, sparking a confrontation and
conflict with authority.
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Mohammed Idris | Directing

My graduation project is directing the play The
Miser. | worked on updating this classic text with
a modern style and a distinct vision that aligns
with the current era.
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Vajin Ismat | Acting

I play the role of the beautiful girl “Georgina” in
The Miser. The character is at the center of an
emotional conflict resulting from the stinginess
and greed of both the father and the son.
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Binar Muhammad | Acting

I am participating as an actor in Accidental Death
of an Anarchist, directed by Rayan Ramzi. | portray
a “foolish and cowardly policeman,” reflecting
aspects of human weakness through the character.
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Pazhar Ava | Acting

I am an actor in the play “The Poor Sailor” (Al-
Mallah al-Maskeen), a graduation project at the
College of Fine Arts.

In this artistic work, the sailor is not merely a
traveler; he is a mirror reflecting our deepest
desires and fears. He embodies the feelings of
estrangement, the weariness of long journeys,
and the haunting ambiguity of the future.

78




wjaisai | sl
15 Gawdss 5L j00) Lo ,aS5il i o pyasS'aS
HlolBog a5 ¢p, 15o =B Lyjan 3,
o el 35 ooy Ldia J 53,0 il o5

St i 1 il
s gl Balwo)lS (55

Adar Lazgin | Acting

I play the role of the sailor’s wife in The Lost Sailor.
Sheis a loyal woman who waits for her husband for
many years, but ultimately falls victim to a tragic
end due to societal pressures and the failure to
recognize the identity of the returnee.
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Alaa Fawzi Ahmed | Theatrical Makeup

My specialization is “Theatrical Makeup.” | work to
highlight makeup not just as a cosmetic element,
but as a fundamental component in building a
character and conveying the director’s vision
on stage.
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Yousef Lugman | Acting

| perform the role of the “Corrupt Inspector” in the
play Accidental Death of an Anarchist. The role
highlights social corruption through a satirical,
comedic lens.
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Nigar Nabi | Acting

| am participating in the play Modern Madmen,
where | play two different roles representing the
contemporary woman. Each character carries a
realistic message aimed at raising the viewer’s
awareness.
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Halbast Miqdad | Acting

I portray an “elderly man” (aged 65-70) who tries
to marry off his daughter to escape poverty, while
the daughter remains a prisoner of her imagination
and the memory of her missing husband.
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Asst. |. Alend Ramadan Omar

The annual festival of the College of Fine Arts is
a prominent cultural and artistic event, and a
golden opportunity to highlight the talents and
abilities of our students. In this atmosphere full
of beauty, the Music Department participates
with a special touch this year, sending messages
of love and peace to everyone through its
authentic melodies.

Today, when we look at the results of this
participation, it is clear that it is not just a
passing performance, but rather the fruit
of an academic year filled with challenges
and perseverance. The effort and dedication
shown by our distinguished professors and
lecturers—who sincerely shared the core of
their knowledge and art with the students—are
embodied before us today on stage. Through
their academic guidance, these professors
have raised the students> abilities to a level
that enables them to blend high technique
with delicate musical feelings.

On the other hand, we cannot forget the
essential role of the students; their commitment
to attendance and long, continuous hours of
practice has culminated today in this successful
production that reflects the result of their hard
work. This masterful work is clear evidence
that this achievement is a source of pride for
our college and a great incentive to complete
even larger artistic projects in the future.

Through this contribution, we emphasize that
our artistic creativity never stops, and music
will always remain a symbol of our survival
and our continued giving.
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Panel: Exploring the works of the Music Department

Wednesday, May 20,2026 08:00 PM  Venue: College of Fine Arts Garden

Panelist | cowJaia,
)_.;Jsu-woa_)\ja_.u LSl | )—D‘l—uﬂu‘ﬁ
Mrs. Ashna Omar | University of Salahaddin - Erbil

JIe (55998 S (e - 1I84 Sowaly
Moderator: Mr. Bekas Nuri Abdal
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Panel: Exploring the works of the Visual Arts Department

Friday, May 22,2026 7:00 PM Venue: College of Fine Arts Garden

Panelist | cowJaia,
oo Lyl | JJg.cgsﬂamua_ojd-’a
Dr. Narmin Mustafa Ozer | University of Sulaimani

‘$LC &JJL—' Y BEVA K -° :‘_,dedg: @)444.55)
Moderator: Mr. Dilshad Nayif Ali
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Panel: Exploring the works of the Theatre Department

Saturday, May 23,2026 7:00 PM  Venue: College of Fine Arts Garden

Panelist | cowJaia,
Si—ao Lysily | @Ladﬁomu.o.%a

P. Dr. Mohammed Sabri Salih |  uUniversity of Duhok

ol s Ll Lo i Jaiay §)duadl,

Moderator: Mr. Bishar Mohammed Tahir
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