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Abstract

Background/ Objective(s): introduces the reader to the research area, followed by the problem
being addressed or the gap in the current knowledge. Provides a clear statement of the purpose
or goals of the research “Research objective(s).” Materials and Methods: The student
summarizes the methodology used to conduct the research. This may include the employed
techniques, tools, frameworks, etc. Results: The student should highlight the most important
results which support the research objectives and how these results contribute to the field.

Conclusion: what are the main conclusions and implications?

Keywords:

- The key components of the thesis or dissertation should be reflected and represented in
the overall structure. There should be no subheadings and only one paragraph in the
abstract. Four key components are addressed in a well-designed abstract, and they are:
Background/ Objective(s), Materials and Methods, Results and Conclusion

- The abstract in the thesis should not exceed 500 words. The Kurdish, English, and
Arabic abstract must match exactly.

- (Maximum two pages in normal-size font, typeset with the thesis layout)

- Keywords: The first one starts with a capital letter; alphabetical order; separated with

a semicolon; no more than seven words, but at least five
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Chapter One: Introduction

Chapter 1: Introduction

1.1 Overview and Background
Provide an overview of the knowledge domain encompassing your research area. This section
should be presented as an abstract, offering a broad perspective on the subject or field of study.

Clearly identify the relevant discipline(s) within your research.

The introduction chapter should be engaging and accessible, capturing the reader's interest
while being easy to understand for individuals with a general background in its field of study.
It overviews the proposed research project and outlines its background, briefly highlighting the
key issues within its knowledge domain. The introduction then transitions to presenting the
research focus, which may be framed as a hypothesis, research question, project statement, or
goal statement. The introduction must be properly cited and paraphrased to reduce

plagiarism.

1.2 Problem Statement

This section is dedicated to identifying and addressing the critical issue(s) that remain
unresolved within the current body of knowledge. In other words, it highlights the research
gap(s) that persist, offering a clear understanding of the limitations or challenges in existing
studies. The research statement is specific, brief, and clear. Clearly identify the gap that needs
to be addressed or the problem that requires a solution. Begin the paragraph by explicitly
stating the problem. Focus on a limited set of variables to maintain clarity. You may also
consider framing the problem as a question to highlight its importance and guide the discussion.

Hypothesis” and includes the null hypothesis and alternative hypothesis for the study.

1.3 Thesis Aims and Objectives

Clearly describe the research goal(s) in relation to addressing the uncertainty or question of
interest. This should clearly indicate the contribution you aim to make through the intended
study. While the scientific contribution will be elaborated on later, the goal outlines your goal.

In contrast, the objectives detail your steps or methods to accomplish those goals.

1.4 Thesis Contribution

Highlight the significant advancements and/or novel results for the study area. Explain the
significance of the research and locate it within the relevant literature. A convincing statement
is required as to why the topic is worth scientific research, i.e. how it will contribute to and
enrich the academic knowledge. This contribution results from research activities to discover
new information and expand and verify existing knowledge. Indicate how the research can
make an original contribution, fill gaps in existing work, and extend understanding of particular

topics in a specific subject area.



Chapter One: Introduction

1.5 Thesis Outline

Provides a figure or a diagram as a thesis roadmap that summarizes the content of each chapter.
This will let the reader know how the thesis is presented. It might be appropriate to provide a

couple of sentences describing each chapter.
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Chapter Two: Literature Review

Chapter 2: Literature Review

2.1 Introduction

Overview of key theories, concepts, and frameworks in the field.

The literature review shows that the researcher has developed a strong understanding of the
research field, is well-versed in the primary issues involved, and has critically analyzed and
assessed the key literature. It also demonstrates that the researcher has developed an innovative
and consistent perspective by integrating and synthesizing the key aspects of the field. The

literature review should be supported by an extensive list of references at the thesis's end.

This section should demonstrate that the researcher is aware of the issues raised in related

literature. It should describe the following:
1. Most recent academic researches that are relevance to the thesis area.
2. Highlight how the reviewed literature supports your research direction
3. Compare and analysis existing studies, highlighting strengths, weaknesses, and gaps.
4. Summarize the gaps that the thesis addresses.

2.2 Related Studies

Most recent academic research that is relevant to the thesis area.

2.2.1 Sub-section

2.2.1.1 Maybe another sub-section (Avoid it if possible)
2.3 Literature Analysis
Highlight how the reviewed literature supports your research direction. Compare and analyze

existing studies, highlighting strengths, weaknesses, and gaps.

2.3.1 Possible Sections or Sub-sections
Possible Sections or Sub-sections.

2.4 Chapter Summary
Provide a concise recap of the key points discussed in this chapter to reinforce the reader's
understanding. Conclude by offering a preview of what will be covered in the next chapter.
- In this section, the student should demonstrate evidence of understanding of the current
research on the subject under review.
- The literature review should be properly cited, paraphrased, and without plagiarism.

- The articles should be listed in descending order (from older to newest



Chapter Three: Methodology

Chapter 3: Methodology, Dataset, and Model

3.1 Introduction

How the student collected data -sample size. (Procedure: experiments, surveys, simulations,

fieldwork, etc.)?

The introduction should provide a clear overview of the research approach and methods used
to address the research questions or objectives. It also should mention the type of study (cross-
sectional, longitudinal, pre-post, retrospective study, etc.). As well as, briefly explain the basis
behind selecting the particular methodology, whether qualitative, quantitative, or mixed
methods and justify why it is suitable for the study. This section should also outline the key
processes, data collection techniques, and analysis methods that will be discussed in more
detail in the subsequent sections. The introduction sets the stage for the detailed methodology,
helping the reader understand the structure and approach used to gather and analyze data in the

study.

3.2 Materials

Any tools or materials you used in the research.

3.3 Data Collection
How you collected your data -sample size. (Procedure: experiments, surveys, simulations,
fieldwork). As well as how do you mitigate or avoid research biases (inclusion-exclusion

criteria).

3.4 Statistical Analysis (Optional)

How you analysed data.

3.4.1 Sub-section
Possible sub-sections.

3.4.2 Another Sub-section

Possible other sub-sections.

3.5 Ethical considerations (if applicable)

3.6 Summary

Give the reader a reminder of the key points for this chapter. Then, tell them what follows in

the next chapter.
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Chapter Four: Results

Chapter 4: Results (7/e Results and Discussion can be Merged in
the Same Chapter if Needed)

4.1 Introduction
This chapter aims to present the key findings of the research in a clear and structured manner,
directly addressing the research objectives outlined earlier. In this chapter, the researcher

should describe the following:
1. The results are presented briefly in a way that answers the study questions.
2. Tables and/or figures representing the results.

3. Text accompanying and referring to the tables or figures describing the aspects of the

results focused on.

4. Comments on the results. For example, generalizations arising from the results,
explanations of possible reasons for the results, or a comparison of the results with other

studies.

5. Any nonessential data should be placed in the Appendices.

4.2 Figures

Figures should be In Line within the text, with their numbering reflecting the current chapter
followed by a sequential number. You can copy the Figure 4.1 to another section and modify
the figure and its caption as needed. The figure number will update automatically. If it does

not, right-click the figure number and select “Update” to refresh it.

\ sy
oF 0RO

Figure 4.1 You can left justify your figures.

Figures containing multiple subfigures should be arranged within a table with hidden borders.
Ensure the numbering style follows the format of the current chapter combined with a

sequential number. Align all cells in the table to the centre, and keep the table borders hidden.



Chapter Four: Results

N[

N oty
o sumer !

(c) (d)

Figure 4.2 Put figures with multiple sub-figures in a table (centred). Then describe each part in the
caption, (a) sub-figure 1, (b) sub-figure 2, (c) sub-figure 3, (d) sub-figure 4.

4.3 Tables

Table captions should be placed above as shown in Table 4.1. Avoid incorporating vertical

lines, as they can detract from the visual appeal.

Table 4.1: This is the table caption.

Sequence Column 1 Column 2

Row 1
Row 2
Row 3

4.3.1 Equations

Equations should be placed within a table with hidden borders as shown in Equation (4. 1).
Ensure the numbering style for equations matches that used for figures and tables. You can

duplicate the table of Equation (4. 1) and modify the equation as needed.

21



Chapter Four: Results

B ’ d (km)
Tinft) = 17.32 x m (4 1)

4.4 Summary
Remind the reader of the key points for this chapter. Then, tell them what follows in the next
chapter.



Chapter Five: Discussion

Chapter 5: Discussion (7/e Results and Discussion can be Merged
in the Same Chapter if Needed)

5.1 Introduction

The Discussion should support or verify the findings without bias and provide a clear path to
a conclusion or evaluation. It should also refer to previous research and explain how the results
agree with those from the literature. In case they disagree, the author should explain why the

results differ from previous publications.

5.2 Section (Optional)

5.2.1 Sub-section
5.3 Study Limitation
5.4 Summary

Should return to the main hypothesis and provide a discussion based on all the study results.
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Chapter Six: Conclusion and Future Work

Chapter 6: Conclusions and Future Work

6.1 Conclusions
The Conclusion summarizes the most important results, highlighting the work's outcome,
providing guidance for future research and application and contributing to existing

knowledge.

6.2 Future Works
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according to one of the following referencing styles (APA, Harvard, IEEE, Vancouver). In
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Appendices

Appendix A: Title here

= This extra section, which comes after the list of sources, can be used to support the

thesis or dissertation by offering additional information.

Appendix B: Title here




Appendices

Appendix C: Title here
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General Guidelines

e Thesis length

- The goal is the shortest possible paper that contains all information necessary to describe

the work and support the interpretation.

- Avoid unnecessary repetition of statements. The number of pages should be no more than

80 for the diploma, 120 for the MSc, and 200 for the Ph.D. thesis.

e Language

The thesis should be written in academic English.

e  Font Style, Size, and Line Spacing

Use the font “Time New Roman” throughout the thesis text.

Use font size 12-point for regular text.
Use font size 16-point (bold) for chapter titles and font size 12-point (bold)

for Subchapter titles.

Use font size 11-point for footnotes and endnotes.

Use font size 11-point italics for table and figure captions

The text should be in four levels of headings.

Subheadings and sub-subheadings should be in bold, and only the first word should

be capitalized

1.1 Heading

1.2 Heading

1.2.1 Subheading
1.2.1.1 Sub- subheading
1.2.1.2 Sub- subheading
1.2.2 Subheading

Single-column format.

Full justification of the lines throughout the text.

Each new paragraph should be designated with an additional spacing (one tab) of 2
cm.

Each new section heading should be separated from the previous by a single empty
line.

The formulas and symbols should be written in italics.

The line spacing for the text in the thesis should be 1.5 line spacing.



e Line spacing for the text in the quotations, references, footnotes, and endnotes should
be 1 line spacing.
e Line spacing for equations should be 2-line spaces.
e Page Numbering:
e The cover and title pages should NOT be numbered.
e The pages should be numbered with Roman numbers (I, II, III, IV, etc.) for the table of
contents, list of figures, list of tables, and list of abbreviations.
e All pages from the introduction to the last chapter must be numbered consecutively
with Arabic numbers (1, 2, 3, 4, etc.), centered at the bottom.
e Page Layout
e Select Page size A4.
e For side margins, the left-side margin should be 3.1 cm while the right-side margin
should be 2 cm.
e The top and bottom margins should both be 2 cm.
e Number of References
¢ A minimum of 40 references is required for MSc theses, while PhD dissertations must

include at least 100 references.
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