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Literature as the collective memory, the Novel of (Bandar Faili) as an example

Summary of the Research.

Literature as one of the ways to establish the collective memory has hold a great deal of
life events throughout the history. Novel as one part of literature has notably covered, more
than other parts, the life events including the soft and harsh experiences through its detailed
nature of storytelling. It has also been able to reserve the memory, revive, and strengthen it
in the minds of people. This is particularly applicable to situations when the novel focuses
on the tragedies of a particular group of people or nation who have been weakened or sub-
jected to mass killings through genocides regardless of the reasons being political, cultural,
or religious extremism. The history and collective memory have a two-sided relationship;
one compliments the other. In writing about the historical events, writers have benefited
from the collective memory and similarly history has built the collective memory; however,
it is a framed and limited collective memory. Thus, if history has benefited from the collec-
tive memory back in years, today history serves the collective memory .

Since novel can tackles various events and fields, like history, it can also establish a
collective memory and strengthen peoples’ memory especially on protecting the cultural
identity against thoughts and ideologies that serve to compete and attempt to demolish
the identity. Bandar Faili’s novel, through its main character, has stood against the ideol-
ogy which attempted to target the Faili Kurds. Bandar Faili as a protagonist of the novel
serves as an example of the collective memory for the majority of Faili KurdsKeywords:

collective memory, novel, genocide, Faili Kurds.
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