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ABSTRACT:

The world has witnessed armed conflicts that affected all parts of it since ancient times:
during which massacres and humanitarian disasters were committed. claiming millions
of lives. This. and the two world wars constituted a decisive turning point in changing
the prevailing perception among the members of the international community about the
danger involved in armed conflicts in all their forms. and the need to organize them in
the smallest folds. which would limit their effects to the narrowest limits.

The fait accompli was embodied in a number of agreements that were adopted at
the international levelc in a unique step taken by states to remove such a phenomenon
from the circle of international legitimacy: and even more so to strengthen the protection
prescribed for the protection of basic human rights. Despite the multiplication of efforts
made in this regard. the transgressions and violations affecting individuals. property and
the natural environment continued. and were embodied in various forms in what resulted
in contemporary international armed conflictsc perhaps the most severe of which was the
armed conflict that took place in Rwanda in 1994« in which the conflicting parties deliber-
ately targeted a sect. Certain individuals by killing. torturing and subjecting them to harsh
living conditions put their very existence at stake.

key words:

Genocide. international criminal justice. armed conflictsc Rwanda. human rights. in-

ternational humanitarian law.
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