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Thu al-Fiqar and the Establishment of the Feyli State in Iraq
1524 - 1530

A historical study

Prof. Nazar Alwan Abdullah. Ph.D.

College of Education. al-Mustansiriyah University

Lect. Janar Namiq Hasan

College of Arts. Saladin University

Abstract:

When Tahmasip I (1524 - 1576) came to power in Persia in 1524 Iraq was still ruled
by the Safavidsc who had appointed Ibrahim Khan Moslow as Baghdad ruler. At the
time. the latter left the city to Iran to provide support to Tahmasip I in his war against
the Uzbeks. When he reached the mountainous area of Mahi Desht in Western Iran. is
nephew Thu al-Fiqar took advantage of his absence from Baghdad and chased him to his
residence in the said area and killed him by sword. declaring himself the ruler of Iraq
and establishing the first Feyli Kurds state in Baghdad. which was independent from the
Safavids.

Thu al-Fiqarc who came from the Kalhar Tribe. was before that the ruler of the out-
skirts of Luristan. The name given to the state he established in Iraq came after the Nak-
hood clan of the Feyli Kurds. who lived in Luristan. His ruling. which lasted from 1524
to 1530. was characterized by stability. justice. and brisk commercial transactions. During
those years. he tried to become close with Istanbulc showing loyalty to the Ottoman State
by ordering that the name of the Sultan Suleiman al-Qanuni (1520 - 1566) is mentioned
in speeches and his picture is shown on coins. This enraged Tahmasip I. who prepared a
military campaign to restore Persian control of Iraq. But having failed to break into Bag-
dad because of its fortified walls. he had to entice Thu al-Figars two brothers with money
and power. So they assassinated their brother and opened the city gates to Tahmasip I
who entered Baghdad in 1530 thus putting an end to the Feyli Kurd state that ruled Iraq

for about six years.
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