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HE KURDISTAN REGION OF IRAQ - ANFAL IS A CASE STUDY
HABIB IBRAHIM

Institute Of Media Studies/ Ruhr Bochum University-Germany

ABSTRACT

The Kurds in the Kurdistan region were subjected to genocide operations exemplified by the
Anfal campaigns, which caused the destruction of hundreds of Kurdish villages and the
liquidation of tens of thousands of their inhabitants in detention camps supervised by the Iraqi
army. The Iragi government did not allow Iragi and foreign journalists working in Iraq at the
time to cover the campaigns against the Kurds, as the Iragi Ministry of Defense provided the
Iraqgi media with the results of the operations. After 2003, the European press published many
topics in the context of the Anfal case, such as publishing documents, discovering mass graves,
trying symbols of the former regime, and publishing audio clips published by the Iragi court.
The research sheds light on how the European press, represented by the German magazine Der
Spiegel, the Austrian newspaper Der Standard, the Swiss newspaper 24 Minuten and the British
daily Telegraph, dealt with Anfal campaigns. The researcher used the content analysis method,
by analyzing the content of all the topics that dealt with the Anfal the issue for the period from
2003 to 2018 and the research found that it is interested in the Anfal the issue, and the
prominent feature of the topics related to the Anfal was the presentation of the numbers of
victims and sympathy with them and represented the legal position adopted by European
newspapers on the issue of Anfal, considering the Anfal campaigns against the Kurds as crimes
against humanity and regarding the political position, European newspapers emphasized that
the Anfal crimes are part of the criminal behaviour of the Baath Party.

KEY WORDS: European press, the Anfal case, media outlets, websites, genocide
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