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GENOCIDE EVIDENCE IN THE KURDISH FOLKLORE SONGS

SHEMAL KHAMO KHUDHUR
Besikci center for humanities, University of Duhok, Kurdistan Region-Iraq

ABSTRACT

The Kurds enjoyed power in their history; the power which reached its peak at the time of
the Medes State but after the overthrow of the Medes States by the Persian Hakhamaneshian in
550 B.C, the sufferings and oppression of Kurds began. The Kurds’ position changed into a
defensive one, they endeavored to defend their existence, but despite their stance being
defensive, dozens of genocides and premeditated exterminations campaigns were waged against
Kurds by different rulers of that time especially by the Ottomans and their successors. Those
attacks were meant to vanish the origin and name of Kurds. To document their suppression, the
Kurds resorted to songs to alleviate their agonies on one hand and to preserve and record the
historical incidents in addition to augmenting the desire to self-defense on the other hand. Those
songs contained details which serve as documentation of the genocide befalling Kurds. Those
genocides were committed for dozens of times but due to the lack of documentation means, songs
were the only means for those genocides not to be forgotten and serve as the evidence of the
genocides Kurds were subjected to because of their nationality and Yazidies because of their
faith.

KEY WORDS: folklore, songs, history, genocide.
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