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PREFACE
   Iraq is the synonymous term for Mesopotamia valley, the Fertile Crescent and the Black Land'', all of which refer to an agricultural country that has been known for this property from ancient history up to the present time. The agricultural status of this country has been subject to dramatic changes, due to Governmental policies, laws and legislations. Like all other oily rich countries, Iraq pays little attention to agriculture, so its progress and development is below estimated levels.
    Iraq for example, displays a huge gap between the production and consumption of most crops: cereals (wheat, barley, and rice in particular) and industrials crops (oil, fiber, and sugars) despite the availability of all production requirements. As a result Iraq imports most of these crops by hard currency at very high costs.

  The agriculture sector plays the leading role in the socio-economic development in Iraqi Kurdistan Region.
 The availability of vast areas of arable lands in the

region and the suitable climate for agricultural, a sufficient water resources for agriculture in addition to the adequate number of technical staff to work in this sector for the current phase.

   We have to build up a culture for how to point out these problems and to understand the essential requirements for crops depending on our domestic human resources and facilities. 
   Accordingly we have prepared this text to be available for our students to help them become familiar with local agricultural situation, through the principles and cultural practices of field crops production in the country. We hope that the work will serve and satisfy the reader.   
The author
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